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Zoom Zoom Zoom. As we quickly head into the final

half of the 2020 year, we have a lot to be grateful for.

Government restrictions on population movement and

social distancing have forced us to adopt new technologies

and methods of displaying our stock. We have had to

conduct our monthly committee meetings using the Zoom

platform, something that most us over 50, didn’t even

know existed earlier in the year. 

This method of communication has its obvious advantages

to our organisation spread all over the country.  We have

also had to adopt the Facebook and webpage as the way to

keep in touch with each other.

The fledgling new committee of State representatives have

met twice now. There has been a slight rearrangement of 
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positions as Melissa Zwiep takes on the position as Association Secretary. We welcome her appointment and

look forward to the energy she brings with this new title. A number of great ideas have been raised and

housekeeping streamlined.

No sooner had we welcomed Sharon Parkyn to the Committee, do we have to sadly accept her and partner’s

decision to go walk-about. We wish them all the best and safe travels and hope to see updates of their goat

free caravan lifestyle in the months ahead.

Ultimately though the committee has doubled in size, sharing the work load, and increasing the creativity

required to elevate the Association into the next phase.  That phase is to consist of some hard work and

perseverance, remembering not to take things too seriously and enjoy the process.

The Virtual Show was concluded recently. Breeders form all states of Australia entered in the show. The

goats entered were a stunning cross section of a wide variety of animals, representing the diversity of our

stock at this stage.  The photos were sent to very experienced judges from the USA NPGA, Donna Elkins

and Denise Fraser.  We very much appreciate the time given, and the individual comments made on every

entry.  

We all learnt a lot conducting a show of this type. The next Virtual Show will bigger and better, including

more members and class entries. I think NPGAA can be very proud that we initiated a quality show.  I look
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forward to the time when our members are competent enough to return the favour and act as judges in a

USA Pygmy line up.

Our membership number steadily grows each month. Credit to the NPGAA breeders creating stock that

deservedly are going into new homes. It is great to see our wonderful Membership Officer and Registrars

Christine and Karen, working with our proud new people allocating their individual stud names and stock

into pedigrees. A defining moment for the new member.  I remember registering my stud name 25 years ago

in the sheep industry, never realising how it was to become that important distinguishing feature that is

associated with your work for decades to come.

The Committee is always open to new suggestions or even revisiting old ones. All members please feel free

to contact anyone via the numerous methods available to us nowadays and have your say.

Readers would have to admit, this publication the ‘Pygmy Goat Post’ is something special, please don’t take

it for granted. The professionalism is attributed to Lynne and Trevor Nardi, calling on life skills learnt in a

previous life BG. (Before Goats).

Enjoy the well-deserved Christmas break and we look forward to you all having a productive and creative

New Year.

Contact NPGAA:
Email
admin@npgaa.com.au
Website
www.npgaa.com.au

Pa u l  H am i l t o n
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We’d like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe and happy
Christmas.

It’s been a pleasure to produce the Pygmy Goat Post every quarter and
we have appreciated your comments and feedback. We look forward to

making 2021 an exciting year for the goat world.

Keep safe and see you in the New Year.
Trevor and Lynne Nardi

Committee Members:
Lynne Nardi - Newsletter Editor

Chris Falconer - Registrar
Carolyn Hamilton

NPGAA COMMITTEE

Vice President &
Newsletter Editor

Trevor Nardi
narion@bigpond.com

FROM THE EDITORS
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Secretary
Melissa Zwiep 

secretary@npgaa.com.au

Treasurer &
Membership Officer

Karen Bowron
membership@npgaa.com.au

President
Paul Hamilton

paulandcas@gmail.com
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Hello, Melissa here from LaFamilia Pygmy Goats on the Mid North Coast of NSW. 

My love for miniature goats started after my husband Lincoln and myself bought our first property
in 2016. We live 10 minutes out of Kempsey on 5 acres in Aldavilla, beautiful and peaceful, we have
made it our own over the past 4 years. I work from home as a Family Day Care Educator, and have
done so for the past 23 years whilst raising 4 children. This is an added bonus now as I am with my
herd 24/7. 

I bought my first two pregnant Aussie Mini does locally in July 2018, after researching and sourcing
breeders. Those two does gave me 4 kids and my love for Pygmies began. As I sourced new goats
to join my herd, my love for Pygmies grew, my goals changed and so did my future. 

I bought a buck in 2019 and started breeding my own line, starting with low % does and breeding
up. I had my own stud goats born, kept some, sold some and bought some more. I sourced goats
from all over Australia, choosing unique colours whilst maintaining the Pygmy type. 

Member 
Profile

Melissa Zwiep 
LaFamilia Pygmy Goats

Mid North Coast
NSW
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Member
Profile

My goal is to breed small, colourful but typy Pygmy goats to share with others.
Keeping my herd to under 15 ensures each goat gets one on one personalised
care and I still have a life outside of the goats.

Last year I had a go at showing a few of my goats at the Grafton Show. I learnt
a lot, made new friends with breeders and a few of my girls even won their
sections!  Was a proud moment for sure. As the NPGAA NSW Representative,
I’m hoping we can bring more shows and exhibitions to NSW in 2021.

The goat community has given me some valued friendships, life long friends
which I’m so excited to be a part of.  Everything happens for a reason and I’m
so honoured to be part of their journeys too. The support I’ve received is
something I hope I can provide to others.
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Melissa Zwiep
LaFamilia Pygmy

Goats
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LaFamilia means family..... and none
of it would be possible without my
husband Lincoln. My admiration
and love for this guy is HUGE! We
are a team. We fence, build
shelters, feeders, play gyms and
tyre pyramids. Lots of complaining
but he does it for US. I love how his
face lights up when he shares our
herd and all things Pygmy with
people. He is my number one
support person through the good
and bad.  I’m very blessed.

The future looks great here at
LaFamilia.  I’m excited for 2021 and
beyond. I have my breeding herd
worked out, and purchased a new
stud buck Trinity Callum Hann (a full
blood), to instill further type into my
lines. Callum completes our family
with his US genetics and will be a
valued asset.  I’m very grateful to
Paul Hamilton for his belief in my
vision and trusting me.

Keep smiling, love hard and be kind.
Melissa.



My name is Ben Ferguson. I’m 14 years old
and I come from Perth Western Australia. 

When I was 11 years old I made plans, with my
parents help, to set up my own stud with a view to
breeding Pygmy goats. I called the stud Chèvre
Park.  Chèvre is the French word for goat.  Chèvre
Park now has 10 does, two bucks and a wether. We
are planning on expanding our herd and increasing
our number of breeding does in the coming years. 

In August 2020 we had a total of seven kids born
mostly via artificial insemination. Once they were
around four weeks of age we decided to start
running goat yoga classes in our lovely grassy goat
paddock. 

We put up a Facebook post to gauge if there was in
fact anyone who would be interested in Goat Yoga.  
A lot of people thought we were joking initially but
it soon caught on and most of the classes were full.
We were very fortunate to find a yoga coach who is
also a school teacher and she was happy to run
separate classes for adults and children.

Our goats are very well handled and really love the
yoga class. The goat kids climb on people’s backs
and this is an enormous highlight for all of our yoga
class participants. 

We only ran the classes for around one month
whilst the kids were little but we’re already planning
Goat Yoga for next kidding season. We’ll hopefully
line it up with school holidays as it was a huge
success with the human kids. 

Whoever would have thought goats and humans
would love yoga so much. If you have goats I would
strongly recommend you spend time with them
and get them friendly enough to try goat yoga.

Goat Yoga Classes
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Trevor Nardi | Narion Farm

There are a lot of different ways to secure your livestock
and many factors to take into consideration like budget,
area to fence, how many animals you have and many
more. 

I will concentrate on how I fence our pygmy goats and
the lessons learned over the past few years. 

We started with one yard for our first 3 goats and used
a graduated 1200mm high mesh attached to 3 strands
of plain wire. One at 1200, one at ground level and a
centre wire. I added two barb wire strands 100mm
apart on top of that. 

I also added a skirt onto the outside bottom by splitting
a length of the mesh wire in half and attaching it to the
bottom plain wire and added a hot wire (electric fence)
about 400mm away and about 150mm off the ground. 

This was very successful for us until we had some little
kids that could escape through the fence so I attached a
900mm high 50mm mesh to solve this problem.

The issue with doing this was the additional cost so on
my next goat yards I used a light acre mesh with 13
wires, 122cm high and 10cm spacings and added two
strands of barb wire the same as above. I have to say I
have been happy with the result.

I have more secure fences and no more kids escaping.
Whilst this has been a lot of work and would not be
practical for large herds of goats it definitely gives us
peace of mind and a good night’s sleep.  If away from
the property for a few hours, then we know our goats
are as safe as possible from predators.

You may have other solutions for keeping your goats
safely fenced and that’s fine we can’t all be the same
and your individual conditions will determine how best
to achieve the fencing that suits your property. 

Goat Fencing
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We had a great learning experience
conducting our first virtual show.  

Fortunately we had two very experienced
judges from the US in Denise Fraser and
Donna Elkins who we can’t thank enough for
their encouraging comments and for taking
the time to wade through our entries.

Everyone who participated has learnt so
much about how to prepare a goat.  It’s a lot
harder to get your goat to stand exactly
where you want whilst trying to take that
perfect photo.  What we have learnt from our
first virtual show will enable us to improve
going forward.

To see more of the virtual show go to our
web page npgaa.com.au where you will find
all the entrants, along with the judges’
comments.

NPGAA Virtual Show
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Champion Buck under 6 months 70 to <90%

We’d like to take this opportunity to once again thank Denise and Donna for their dedication and
understanding for the development of the pygmy in Australia.  We’ve been very fortunate to have had two
highly qualified US judges to be a part of the first NPGAA virtual show.

Class 6E Mature Does 70 to <90% Class 4B Does under 1 year 50 to <70%



To breed or not to breed?

What is Johne's Disease? 
It is a chronic disease of primarily the digestive tract in ruminants, including goats, caused by the
bacterium Mycobacterium paratuberculosis (M.para. TB). Clinical weight loss in adult goats is the only
symptom. Diarrhoea, a predominant sign in cattle, is seen in fewer than 20% of affected goats.

How is it transmitted?
It can be transmitted several ways. The primary means of transmission in through ingestion of
faeces, by faecal-oral transmission. Adult animals shed the organism in their faeces and the
susceptible young ingest it. Infected goats can carry the infection in a dormant state into adulthood
and at some point begin to shed the organism in the faeces.

The disease is not isolated in the digestive tract and in the early subclinical and late subclinical stages
the disease can be disseminated through the body, including the uterus. We see around a 25%
incidence of in utero infection.

Another 20% can be infected via the milk or colostrum of an infected animal. Heat treating colostrum
does not kill this organism. Evidence suggests that it is quite heat resistant. The organism can live up
to one year, maybe longer, in the soil and environment. [Editor's note: Pasteurization may not kill the
bacteria in milk.]

A brief explanation of the timeline involved in the disease may be helpful. A kid may be exposed to
the disease by any of the above means, but the dose, age of the kid, and its genetic make-up are
what determines the course of the disease in later years. For example, if the kid receives a high dose
at an early age, it would be more likely to start shedding the disease and showing clinical signs at an
earlier age. Conversely, a kid that received low doses may take longer to become subclinical or
clinical and may never reach the final stages. Younger kids are more susceptible. There does seem to
be an age-related resistance to this disease but older animals can become infected, especially in
overcrowded and unsanitary conditions.
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By Dr Susan Stehman
Extension Veterinarian, Vet Diagnostic Lab, Cornell University
Kindly reprinted with kind permission of Maxine Kinne

Q & A:  JOHNE'S DISEASE
(PARATUBERCULOSIS)
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In the first year goats can be considered simply infected. They do not start shedding until one year of
age and can continue to shed without showing outward symptoms for up to 7 or 8 years.

The next stage is when an animal reaches the subclinical stage where it is infected and shedding the
organism but there are no clinical signs. These are the real Trojan Horses of the disease.

Clinical animals are those that begin showing signs of weight loss with no decrease in appetite until
the disease becomes all consuming. These animals are shedding large amounts of organisms and
are typically 2 to 4 years old.

Once acquired, what are the symptoms?
There are no symptoms until the goat has reached the clinical stage where the owner may notice
weight loss. The animal can shed for years at low numbers and if the animal is managed well, with
good nutrition, no overcrowding and good manure management, it can control the symptoms.
Stress, such as poor nutrition or concurrent disease, lead to accelerated symptoms. Overcrowding,
kidding, and moving are other contributing stressful factors. Crowding contributes in a number of
ways; not only is overcrowding stressful, but by the sheer numbers you will see a rapid build up of
the organisms, thus exposing more animals at a higher rate.

Once the animal begins to show signs, it will live a year or less and ultimately dies from the inability to
absorb any nutrients.

Is there an accurate test for the disease when it is not showing signs and not shedding the
bacteria in its faeces?
No. There is no test for an infected animal that has not turned subclinical.

Is there an accurate test for the disease when it is not showing signs but shedding the
bacteria in its faeces?
This is called the subclinical stage and we can refer to the light shedders and the heavy shedders.
There is an antibody test (blood or serum test) that is fairly accurate. The Agar-Gel Immune Diffusion
Test (AGID) serum test is a good test to use on an individual basis and there are no false positives.
The Enzyme-linked ImmunoSorbent Assay test (ELISA) is fairly accurate but can cross react with
Corynebacterium pseudo tuberculosis, the organism found in caseous lymphadenitis, to give a false
positive. None of these tests are 100% accurate. The ELISA test is best used as a herd screening test
and not on an individual basis. It is not as specific in goats as it is in cattle. The sensitivity of a test
reflects the ability to detect a truly infected animal as positive.

Antibody tests in general have poor sensitivity because antibodies show up relatively late in the
disease. The ELISA test is more sensitive but the AGID test has more specificity and ability to detect
an animal that is truly negative. The faecal test discussed below can also be used.

...
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Is there an accurate test for the disease when an animal is clinical?
When an animal is clinical (showing signs of the disease), 85% will be antibody positive by the AGID
test and greater than 95% will be shedding the organism in the faeces that can be cultured. If the
animal dies you can see the organism in histopathogy.

Light shedders will be harder to detect, with about a 20-40% accuracy in both the AGID and ELISA
tests. Moderate shedders will have more antibodies and a 40-50% test accuracy can be achieved. For
heavy shedders there is a 60-80% accuracy. This is based on my best scientific guess.

For a faecal you need at least 100 organisms per gram of faeces to detect the disease. If it is lower
than that, the test will be negative. This organism cannot be cultured in the faeces of sheep. The goat
strain of paratuberculosis can be cultured (grown), but the disadvantage of that test is that it takes
from 6-12 weeks to grow, in contrast to 24-48 hours for a blood test. And, since the faecal test takes
from 6-12 weeks to culture, labs usually charge a bit more for the test. The advantages of using the
faecal tests are that no other organism looks like Mycobacterium paratuberculosis so you don't get
any false positives. It also gives you some important information. It can tell you how much of the
organism is being shed. The faecal test is 40-45% accurate in light shedders and in the clinical stages
and heavy shedders it is 95-98% accurate.

The disease can be seen as a pyramid. You can assume that for every clinical animal that is tested
positive, there are probably 10 subclinical animals that are actively shedding but not showing
symptoms. The exception is when you bring an infected animal into a clean herd. It takes longer to
build up that type of pyramid. One quick way to monitor your herd is bleed everyone and use the
ELISA test and continue to test routinely. Testing in this way, however, should be considered a
snapshot in time. The greater certainty comes with multiple snapshots over time.

The history of your herd and where you purchased your animals is important. If herds you have
purchased animals from have had Johne's in their herds, your herd is more suspect. If an animal dies
for an unknown reason, I encourage you to do a post-mortem.

There are other tests on the market but their accuracy is limited. The rectal scraping is about 30%
accurate even in a heavily infected animal. The DNA probe is, unfortunately, less sensitive than the
faecal culture because there are inhibitors in faeces that mask the detection. Using body condition
scoring may help to detect possible weight loss problems early.

Is it possible to get a false positive?
Yes, with the ELISA test because of the cross activity with C. pseudo tuberculosis, as discussed
earlier. AGID rarely gives a false positive. A false negative? Yes, in all cases.

I should also mention the laboratory quality issue here, too. Typically, university and state labs have
check tests done that monitor their accuracy and validate known positives against known negatives.
You also need to ask the lab if it provides interpretation of the results. ...
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Where did the disease originate?
It was first diagnosed in cattle in 1895 and in goats in the early 1900s. It has worldwide distribution
and no one knows the origins.

What makes a goat finally break with the disease?
Stress, nutrition, concurrent disease, and so on. Of course, all of this is dependent on the dose and
age the kid was exposed to the disease, as well as the characteristics of the individual kid.
Overcrowding and poor management intensify the disease.

If you have not introduced any new animals into your herd in past two years, is your herd
safe?
No, due to the lengthy dormant stage of the disease.

Can an infected animal that comes over for breeding infect your herd?
It would be difficult unless her faeces have contact with the younger kids. As discussed earlier, it
takes more of a dose over a longer period of time to infect adults. However, if you track faeces on
your boots from one barn to another, it is possible. Managing the faecal-oral transmission is really
the key. Raise those feeders. Make a foot bath from one barn to another. Manage manure so that it
has no contact with the kids. Wash feed pans and utensils from one barn to another. A great quote
from a local dairy farmer that we like to use is, "All manure is suspect." The same holds true for taking
your doe for outside breeding.

How can breeders protect their herds themselves from this disease?
Ask questions about purchased animals. Ask the seller if they have lost any animals that were
undiagnosed but that showed signs of weight loss. You need a good history.

When you bring animals in, segregate them for at least 2-3 weeks and until they can be tested. If they
are shedding during that time (not an infected but a passing through type shedding) as a result a
heavy contamination at the other farm, you are alleviating the possibility of infection. Then, when
those animals are one year of age, use the ELISA test to monitor your herd on a yearly basis.

What do you suggest when a person finds out their herd is infected with the disease?
Define their goals. What is important to them?  Breeding and selling? Then they need to continue to
eliminate the disease in their herd before selling any animals. Think of the heartbreak you could
cause. There are some real ethical issues here. Let the buyer beware, but sellers must be as honest
as they can be.

Would you suggest that everyone test their herd?
It's a good insurance policy. If your herd is closed you can feel more comfortable after several years
of testing.

...
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How long can the bacteria stay in the soil and the surroundings?
Up to and possibly over a year.

Is there anything you can put on the soil to kill the bacteria?
No.

Can other animals infect goats?
Grazing with other infected animals, such as cattle, sheep or deer, even farm gear, can transmit the
disease. Colostrum from dairy cattle that are infected is suspect, and spreading manure on your
property from an infected animal can create problems. Places where there are mixed species are at
risk for the disease being transmitted from one species to another.

Is this a potential zoonotic disease (one that can be transmitted from goats to people)?
No definitive causative link has been established but it is being investigated because of the potential
association with Crohn's disease.

Are there any restrictions being considered for the disease?
No.

Why haven't restrictions been important for Johne's Disease?
Animal diseases are not usually restricted unless there is a high mortality rate such as seen in Hoof
and Mouth Disease. Johne's Disease is not a high mortality rate disease because of the prolonged
nature of the disease.

Do you test many Pygmy goats with Johne's?
Using a diagnostic lab as a basis for this statement is not very accurate because there are biases built
in. No one has done a prevalence study, so there is no way to tell whether or not Pygmy goats have a
higher incidence. Is it because the Pygmy goat breeders are more aware and do more testing? There
are increasing numbers of Johne's Disease, but there is no way to tell why.

What would you consider epidemic proportions?
I would consider epidemic proportions to be significant levels of infection across many infected
herds.

Is there a cure for the disease?
No.

What is the typical age when an animal starts showing clinical signs?
Minimum of one year, with 2-4 years of age being the norm and 7-8 years old the upper limit.

...
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Is there any way of knowing the animal has the disease BEFORE it starts showing signs or
is shedding the organism is its faeces?
No.

But the animal can still be infected?
Yes.

If two herds have no contact with each other and one was diagnosed with Johne's, could
the disease "cross the line to a clean herd?"
It all depends on the management. If you go into one pen and step in manure and carry it to the
other barns, yes, the disease may infect the other herd. If you clean one barn and head to the other
without first washing your shovel or pitchfork, yes. You can manage the disease, but not cure it. You
can break the cycle by testing, culling and manure management.

Should anyone consider purchasing an animal from a herd that has been diagnosed with
Johne's?
Not unless they are willing to segregate that animal with stringent management and test the animal
for years. All goats in a known-infected herd must be considered at risk of infection.



To breed or not to breed?
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CAMP
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Showing pygmies is as easy as falling off a log. After boot camp, that is. 

Basic training

Includes teaching every goat to walk, stand still and to get positioned. Early training makes a big
difference in the animal's responsiveness to your unreasonable demands at shows or other times
when you want obedience instead of unruliness. 

Training 

Training is essential. With goats standing close to each other in line it is impossible for a judge to
compare a whirling dervish to the statues standing regally on either side of it. On the move, a 4-
legged rebel can't be evaluated for natural width and tracking, hind leg movement and a host of
other structural factors. Your compliant caprine frees you to be a relaxed exhibitor, attentive to the
judge and responding readily to show ring instructions. 

Naughtiness is embarrassing and downright exhausting. Save yourself the drama and educate your
goat about the behaviour you expect of it well in advance of its first show. 

A few people claim that it is easier to show a "wild" goat than a tame one. They believe that an
unfriendly animal is out of its element and will be docile in such alien circumstances - like climb in
your lap as bottle babies often do. While that may work sometimes, it can be disastrous in others.
Antisocial goats have huge amounts of stress being heaped on them in unfamiliar situations. 

Friendly goats that are handled a lot and used to being touched everywhere are vastly easier for me
to work with, both in the ring and out of it. At about two months old the training regimen starts with
an introduction to walking on a lead. 

Equipment 

Collar or martingale lead - which is best? It's a highly individual choice, and everyone seems to have a
personal preference. I prefer a 3/8" (10mm) martingale lead for all purposes. One end of this
inexpensive, four-foot-long (1.2m) unit slips over the head and doubles as both collar and lead. Some
people prefer to leave collars on at shows and attach a separate lead. Choke chain collars that
tighten when the animal pulls away from you are inappropriate for goats.

By Maxine Kinne

...
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Behold the fanciful colors of collars and leads at a show. Attached to one end of this colorful
equipment is a proud owner with little showmanship experience. A good showman is subtle, always
blending into the background, and colourful tack may be distracting to the judge. Basic black blends
very well with pygmy colors and markings, unless you have brown goats where brown tack is more,
er, tactful.

The Maiden Voyage
 
Put the dog away and eliminate other distractions that may bother your trainee. A young kid on the
end of a lead for the first time will freak out even without extra aggravations. For the first time in its
life it won't be able to go precisely where it wants to.  It will go berserk. 

Carry the kid away from its usual surroundings to create more dependence on you, but don't make
the change of scenery too dramatic. For instance, if the kid is used to a pasture take it onto the lawn,
not a concrete or gravel driveway. You probably won't be able to get out of earshot of its mother, so
they're both going to get voice exercise. Tell the neighbours they're rehearsing for the opera. 

Maintain control by holding onto the collar or lead very close to the animal's neck. Having a leaping
goat at the end of a long lead is a lot like trying to land a big fish. Repeat its name over and over,
along with soothing words in a pleasant tone of voice, and maybe the kid will regain a modicum of
sanity. The kid might find comfort in being picked up and consoled. 

Once the kid calms down a little, try walking a few steps. Use liberal amounts of praise when the kid
does something right - even one step. Praise it and reach down and scratch its favourite spot. Then
try another step or two. I do a lot of yakking and stooping and scratching. Issuing verbal commands
while executing the manoeuver is something I've done intuitively during training. My goats and
llamas all understand "come on" practically from birth. 

Goats quickly learn to resist a pull from the front. Keep the lead high on the neck to gently draw the
goat forward instead of pulling forward on it. When the goat plants all four feet firmly and resists
moving at all, give the lead one short, sharp tug in the forward direction - once is usually enough to
dislodge one front foot and propel forward motion. Be careful here - you're not trying to yank off a
head, but give the equivalent of a friendly nudge. If this doesn't work, you can simultaneously pull
ahead slightly on the lead while grabbing the tail and moving it toward its head. Again, give generous
praise. This tail-grip usually works very well on adults, too. Another trick to encourage movement is
to lead the goat in a sharp circle - move the front end sideways.

ESP travels through the lead from you to the goat, and it knows when you're frazzled. Train when you
are unflappable, and end each session on a positive note with the goat's favorite treat, a scratch in a
special spot, or some quality lap time.

SHOWMANSHIP
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When the kid starts doing acceptably well, expand the repertoire of walking surfaces to include lawn,
gravel, concrete, bark dust, shavings, solid wood, etc. Be prepared for any type of terrain you might
encounter at a show - there's a lot of variety to get used to. 

Pain and abuse have no place in obedience training. Sessions of 10-15 minutes are about right, and
they can be repeated several times daily. 

Position and Pose
 
Square is an often-misused term defining the shape of the goat. It applies to the stance, whether the
goat's body length is a short as a Rubic's cube or as long as a locomotive. A square stance means
that all four cannon bones are perpendicular to the ground when viewed from the front, rear or side.
If your goat has equal width in the chest floor and between the hind legs, chances are that it will walk
and track squarely. If you don't know where these parts of the goat are located and why learning
them is important, you'll find out later in the article. 

At the end of each walking lesson, I find a comfy seat and instruct the kid on the fine points of
standing still and setting up. Using a verbal command such as “hold still” or “stay” is very useful. I use
this command in the ring, during hoof trimming or whenever I want the goat to hold still. 

A well-trained goat often walks right into place with the front legs, and the hind legs can be
positioned in one of three ways. 1) Move the them individually, 2) Lift the rear of the goat from
underneath with your forearm and set it gently down, or 3) nudge the hip closest to you so the goat
moves the opposite leg outward to its own natural stance for balance. 

I stifle giggles when I'm in line behind someone who lifts and sets a goat's hind end too extremely
wide. Looks like the poor darling is halfway to doing the splits. A goat spread in that awkward
position of unnatural width in the rear drops its rump giving it a steeper appearance.

Understanding Terminology 

There are two good reasons for learning the correct anatomical terminology. First, you can
give better descriptions - like over the phone to your veterinarian. The second applies to shows and
breeding programs: If you don't understand a judge's oral reasons, you haven't learned anything
about your goat or your breeding programme. If the same reason is given repeatedly for different
goats, you can get information about the strengths and weaknesses in your herd. Even with no
intention of showing, you can improve your breeding program by knowing what to look for
structurally.  Breed associations have educational information about their breed standards, including
anatomical illustrations and terminology. Judges training and showmanship materials should also be
available. Study them.

SHOWMANSHIP
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Minimizing Faults

Depth of Body 

It's no secret that too much internal fat is unhealthy, but that's about the only way to get a deeper
body. To have your goat to appear more proportionally deeper bodied, set the hind legs a little
closer to the front legs than you normally would. This is also going to make your goat appear to 
have a somewhat shorter body. Decide if you can live with the tradeoff. 

Rear Width 

When you set up the goat, each leg is theoretically set squarely under it. Each leg, particularly the
cannon bones, should be perpendicularly straight. If your goat is narrow between the hocks,
exaggerate the legs to space them slightly further apart. This will also exaggerate the slope of the
rump. If the judge walks the animals or asks you to take a few steps with it and not set it up, you can't
disguise the natural structure. Sorry. 

Dippy Chine 

Many goats have a low spot on the back right behind the shoulders (the chine), and it should
be the same height as the shoulders and loin. (See how important it is to know the names and
locations of the structural parts?) One way to disguise this is to press lightly upward on the goat's
belly - from your side of the goat, of course, so the judge won't see you doing it. Or you
might turn the goat's head to face the judge so that the topline is subtly altered from the judge's
perspective. 

Open Shoulders 

There are two times the judge is most likely to see weakness in your goat's shoulder attachments.
First, any time the goat is walking. The shoulders rotate back and forth with movement, and this is
very hard to compensate for. After showing a particular goat for a while, I finally got the hang of
leading her in just a certain way with her head extended to disguise excess shoulder movement.
You're going to have to experiment with this as it's impossible to describe. Second, the judge feels
the shoulder attachment. Place your hand gently under the chest and the goat will usually suck up
her body to fit better with the shoulder blades. Be subtle. 

Hock Angulation 

A good judge is going to notice a lack of hock angulation when the goat walks. However, when it's
standing still you can tickle it with a finger and thumb in the middle of the loin to make it scrunch
down just the tiniest bit in the rear end, and this action will push the hocks down and give the
appearance of better angulation from the side view. 

SHOWMANSHIP

PYGMY  GOAT  POST  |  NPGAA  NEWSLETTER  |  SUMMER  2020  |  EDIT ION  5  

...



PAGE  20

Facial Silhouette 

Does your goat have a straight profile?  Aim it head-on at the judge, don't give a side view. Does your
goat have a narrow face but a nice dish? Give the judge a side view of it. 

Get Out There and Do It

There's obviously much more to becoming a skillful showman than having a well-trained goat. 

First, though, you need to get out there and get some show experience. With a civil goat you can
settle down and concentrate on learning the finer points of showmanship. It all takes time.  

At one of the first shows I attended, the judge’s comments on three of my goats included comment
about the goats placing in front of mine for having “more correct shoulder attachments”. From that I
learned that my breeding program required sires with very good shoulder attachments. Yes, you can
learn more about the strengths and weaknesses from shows. You just need the willingness to learn.

SHOWMANSHIP
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To breed or not to breed?

Goats are far more clever than
previously thought, and have an
excellent memory. 

Goats learn how to solve complicated
tasks quickly and can recall how to
perform them for at least 10 months,
which might explain their remarkable
ability to adapt to harsh
environments, say researchers.

Goats are clever creatures

Goats were one of the first animals to be tamed by humans and were
being herded 9,000 years ago.
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G O A T  T R I V I A

Herding history 
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